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Section 1:
Introduction



A Carbon Footprint: The Basics

A carbon footprint is the total quantity of greenhouse gases produced by an organisation, project or place over a given time.

In accordance with the GHG Protocol, the most widely recognised and used standard in carbon accounting, the footprint will 
be presented as below:

Unit of Measurement

The carbon footprint is expressed in 
tCO2e, or tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalents – a standard unit for 

measuring carbon footprints.

CO2e expresses the carbon footprint as 
a single number, based on the global 

warming potentials of each of the seven 
Kyoto Protocol greenhouse gases.

Dual Reporting

The emissions associated with 
electricity consumption have been 

calculated and reported in two ways:
▪ Location-Based: uses the average 

fuel mix of the region e.g., the UK 
National Grid

▪ Market-Based: uses the actual fuel 
mix of the specific tariff purchased 
e.g., 100% renewable tariff from an 

energy supplier

Emission Categories

The carbon footprint is categorised into 
3 ‘Scopes’: 

▪ Scope 1: Direct emissions from 
owned or controlled sources (e.g., 

building gas usage). 
▪ Scope 2: Indirect emissions from 

generation of purchased electricity, 
heat or steam.

▪ Scope 3: All indirect emissions that 
occur in the company value chain



A Carbon Footprint: 
Scope 3 Categories

* As outlined in the GHG Protocol Corporate Reporting 
Standard (Chapter 3: Setting Organizational Boundaries).

Scope 3 is a vast area of emissions that encompasses all indirect GHG 
emissions across the value chain (that is not already in scope 2). As a result, it 
is also the biggest of the three scopes for most businesses.

To provide structure, the GHG Protocol splits scope 3 into 15 Categories:

1. Purchased Goods and Services
2. Capital Goods
3. Fuel- and Energy-Related Activities 
4. Upstream Transportation and 

Distribution (T&D)
5. Waste Generated in Operations
6. Business Travel
7. Employee Commuting 
8. Upstream Leased Assets

Upstream Downstream 

9. Downstream Transportation and 
Distribution (T&D)

10. Processing of Sold Products
11. Use of Sold Products
12. End of Life Treatment of Sold 

Products
13. Downstream Leased Assets
14. Franchises
15. Investments

To align with SBTi requirements, 100% of Sharpe Pritchard’s emissions have 
been calculated for 2024/25. However, not all scope 3 categories are 
applicable to Sharpe Pritchard. See next slide for further details.



Project Scope 
and Boundary

* As outlined in the GHG Protocol Corporate Reporting 
Standard (Chapter 3: Setting Organizational Boundaries).

Reporting Year:
1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025

Organisational Boundary:
Operational Control *

GHG Emissions Included:
All GHG emissions across scopes 1, 2 
and 3, in line with the SBTi validation 
requirements. 
Full breakdown can be found adjacent:

Scope 1
Heating (e.g., Natural Gas) N/A
Refrigerants N/A
Company Fleet N/A

Scope 2 Electricity COMPLETE

Scope 3

CAT 1. Purchased Goods and Services COMPLETE
CAT 2. Capital Goods N/A
CAT 3. Fuel- and Energy-Related Activities COMPLETE
CAT 4. Upstream T&D COMPLETE
CAT 5. Waste Generated COMPLETE
CAT 6. Business Travel COMPLETE
CAT 7. Employee Commuting and WFH COMPLETE
CAT 8. Upstream Leased Assets N/A
CAT 9. Downstream T&D N/A
CAT 10. Processing of Sold Products N/A
CAT 11. Use of Sold Products N/A
CAT 12. End of Life Treatment of Sold Products N/A
CAT 13. Downstream Leased Assets N/A
CAT 14. Franchises N/A
CAT 15. Investments N/A (TBC)



Section 2:
Results Overview



Scope Activity / Category GHG Emissions (tCO2e) % of Total
Mandatory Optional Total

Scope 1 - - - - -
Scope 2 Electricity - - - 0.0%

Scope 3

1: Purchased Goods & Services 442.96 - 442.96 80.9%
2: Capital Goods - - - -
3: Fuel- and Energy Related Emissions 1.72 - 1.72 0.3%
4: Upstream Transport and Distribution 4.91 - 4.91 0.9%
5: Waste 0.09 - 0.09 0.02%
6: Business Travel (Optional - Hotel Stay) 12.96 1.42 14.38 2.6%
7: Employee Commuting (Optional - Homeworking) 46.62 36.66 83.28 15.2%
8: Upstream Leased Assets - - - -
9: Downstream Transport and Distribution - - - -
10: Processing of Sold Products - - - -
11: Use of Sold Products - - - -
12: End-of Life of Sold Products - - - -
13: Downstream Leased Assets - - - -
14: Franchises - - - -
15: Investments - - - -

TOTAL 509.27 38.07 547.34 100%

Table 1. Market-based GHG 
emissions in 2024/25, split by 
scope and category.

2024/25 Carbon Footprint
Market-Based, Split by Activity and Scope

Market-based methodology 
calculates electricity 
emissions using supplier-
specific fuel mix. 

Market-based totals will be 
used for the remainder of 
this report, unless stated 
otherwise.



Figure 1. Total GHG emissions, 2023/24 vs. 2024/25.

Overall, Sharpe Pritchard's carbon footprint 
increased by 17.9% since last year, or 82.99 

tCO2e.

This was due to increases in:
• Purchased Goods and Services

• Employee Commuting

Year-on-Year Comparison, 2023/24 v. 2024/25
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Scope Activity / Category
GHG Emissions (tCO2e) Percentage 

Change YOY2023/24 2024/25 Absolute Change 
YOY

Scope 1 - - - - -
Scope 2 Electricity - - - -

Scope 3

1: Purchased Goods & Services 393.99 442.96 48.96 12.4%
2: Capital Goods - - - -
3: Fuel- and Energy Related Emissions 0.34 1.72 1.38 405.2%
4: Upstream Transport and Distribution 4.10 4.91 0.82 20.0%
5: Waste 0.36 0.09 -0.27 -75.2%
6: Business Travel (Including Hotel Stay) 14.12 14.38 0.26 1.9%
7: Employee Commuting (Including Homeworking) 51.45 83.28 31.83 61.9%
8: Upstream Leased Assets - - - -
9: Downstream Transport and Distribution - - - -
10: Processing of Sold Products - - - -
11: Use of Sold Products - - - -
12: End-of Life of Sold Products - - - -
13: Downstream Leased Assets - - - -
14: Franchises - - - -
15: Investments - - - -

MARKET-BASED TOTAL 464.35 547.34 82.99 17.9%

Year-on-Year Comparison, 2023-24 v. 2024-25

Table 2. Market-based GHG emissions in 2023/24 and 2024/25, split by category.



Section 3:
Scope 1 & 2 
Recommendations



Scope 1: 
▪ Scope 1 emissions are direct emissions that can come from natural gas 

used in buildings, fossil-fuels used in company-owned vehicles, and fugitive 
losses from refrigeration leaks. 

▪ As was the case last year, Sharpe Pritchard had no reported scope 1 
emissions in 2024/25 as the office did not have gas heating, there were no 
company-owned vehicles, and no refrigerant leaks. 

▪ To ensure scope 1 emissions remain minimal in future years, Sharpe 
Pritchard should:

▪ Ensure their office remains on non-fossil fuel heating sources.
▪ Continue to track any refrigerant top ups and conduct regular 

maintenance on any A/C units to minimise leakage (as these are 
variable year-to-year).

▪ If purchasing company fleet in the future, ensure these are electric 
vehicles (or plug-in hybrids).

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Scope 1



Figure 2. GHG emissions from electricity in 2023/24 and 2024/25, split by scope.

In 2024/25, Sharpe Pritchard’s scope 2 emissions were 0 tCO2e.

When combined with their associated scope 3 emissions, Category 
3 - Fuel- and Energy-Related Emissions, emissions from electricity 
consumed at Sharpe Pritchard’s London office accounted for 0.3% 
of the total 2024/25 carbon footprint, with 1.72 tCO2e.

Deep-Dive & Recommendations: Scope 2

Reduction Recommendation:
• To maintain zero scope 2 emissions in future years, by 

remaining on a 100% renewable electricity tariff.
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Section 4:
Scope 3 Hotspots & 
Recommendations



Sharpe Pritchard’s 2024/25 Scope 3 Hotspots

15.2%

Category 7: Employee 
Commuting

80.9%

Category 1: Purchased 
Goods & Services



Section 4a:
Category 1 - 
Purchased Goods 
& Services



73.5%

Business Services

Food and Drink

Paper

Information
Technology: Services
Information
Technology: Software
Materials: Stationery

Electrical items

Furniture

Figure 3. GHG emissions from Purchased Goods & Services in 2024/25, split by purchase 
category.

In 2024/25, GHG emissions from Category 1 - Purchased Goods & 
Services were 442.96 tCO2e, accounting for 80.9% of the total footprint.

As highlighted in Figure 4, this primarily came from Business Services.

2024/25 Purchased Goods & Services

442.96 
tCO2e

Table 3. 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
Purchased 
Goods & 
Services in 
2024/25, 
split by 
purchase 
category.

Purchase Category GHG Emissions (tCO₂e) % of Procurement GHG 
Emissions

Business Services 325.65 73.5%
Food and Drink 47.35 10.7%

Paper 30.18 6.8%
Information Technology: Services 13.88 3.1%
Information Technology: Software 12.27 2.8%

Materials: Stationery 9.63 2.2%
Electrical items 2.47 0.6%

Furniture 0.74 0.17%
Chemicals 0.66 0.15%

Water 0.13 0.028%
Total 442.96 100%



Table 4. GHG emissions in 
2024/25 from suppliers who 
provided emissions data, split 
by supplier.

In 2024/25, supplier-emissions 
generated 8.04 tCO2e emissions from 

Purchased Goods and Services. 

Purchased Goods & Services: Supplier-Emissions

Suppliers That Provided Emissions Data GHG Emissions (tCO₂e)
Goodnus Ltd 2.70

Plant Care Ltd 1.41
Legastat Ltd 0.73

Hive Cleaning Ltd 0.71
Grant Thornton 0.64

Purple Matrix Limited 0.42
vLex Justis Limited 0.39

Avita Tech Ltd 0.32
Thrive CSR Ltd 0.22

Green Element Group 0.21
Saffery LLP 0.12
Callitech Ltd 0.12

MD Venue Finding 0.05
Synapse Security Ltd 0.01

Misco Technologies Limited 0.00
Total 8.04



Table 5. GHG emissions from Purchased Goods & Services, split by purchase category and reporting year. Figure 4. GHG emissions from Purchased Goods & Services, 
in 2023/24 and 2024/25.

Year-on-Year Comparison: Purchased G&S

Purchase Category
GHG Emissions (tCO₂e) Percentage YOY 

Change2023/24 2024/25

Business Services 314.43 325.65 3.6%

Food and Drink 48.77 47.35 -2.9%

Paper - 30.18 -

Information Technology: Software & Services 17.92 26.15 45.9%

Materials: Stationery 6.72 9.63 43.2%

Electrical items 0.88 2.47 180.5%

Furniture 0.53 0.74 39.5%

Chemicals 0.32 0.66 111.0%

Water 0.10 0.13 23.4%

Metal 4.33 - -100.0%

Total 393.99 442.96 12.4%

Since last year, emissions from Category 1 - Purchased Goods & Services have increased by 12.4%. 
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Continue to Gather Supplier Specific Data: 
▪ Emissions calculated using spend data can be overestimated, so Sharpe 

Pritchard should continue to survey its suppliers for data, with the aim to 
replace more spend with supplier-emissions data each year. 

Encourage Suppliers to Commit to Science-Based Targets:
▪ Make science-based reduction targets a requirement for any supplier 

Sharpe Pritchard works with.
▪ As suppliers reduce their emissions, Sharpe Pritchard’s emissions will in 

turn reduce if Sharpe Pritchard is using supplier-specific emissions data in 
its footprint inventory.

Implement a Sustainable Procurement Policy:
• Implement a companywide policy to ensure purchased goods are sourced 

sustainably. 
• This could include:

• Encouraging employees to opt for plant-based meals when eating out, 
which are 1.5 times less carbon intensive than meat-based meals

• Purchasing refurbished IT equipment, which has on average 80% 
fewer GHG emissions than new IT equipment

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Purchased Goods & 
Services



Section 4a:
Category 7 – 
Employee 
Commuting 
(incl. Homeworking)



In 2024/25, GHG emissions from Category 7 – Employee Commuting 
were 83.28 tCO2e, resulting in 15.2% of the total carbon footprint. 

This was a 61.9% increase from last year, increasing from 51.45 
tCO2e.

2024/25 Employee Commuting

* As last year’s commuting emissions were calculated by another 
consultancy and provided only as a lump sum (i.e., with no 

breakdown of how employees commuted or worked from home), a 
detailed year-on-year comparison cannot be analysed for this 

report.

Figure 5. 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
Employee 
Commuting 
and 
Homeworking 
in 2023/24 
and 2024/25.
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In 2024/25, GHG emissions from Commuting were 46.62 tCO2e. 

Low- or no-carbon transport (i.e., bus, rail, cycling, and walking) made 
up the largest share of distance commuted, with 97.5% of total 
distance commuted in 2024/25. These commutes only accounted for 
89.1% of commuting emissions, however.

Commutes by car were more carbon intensive, making up only 2.5% of 
distance commuted but resulting in 10.9% of total commuting 
emissions. 

Figure 6 highlights the carbon intensities of these different 
commuting modes. 

2024/25 Employee Commuting

Figure 6. 
Percentage 
breakdown of 
commuting 
GHG emissions  
and distance In 
2024/25, split 
by mode.



Figure 7. GHG emissions from Homeworking in 2024/25, split by energy 
source.

Of the 36.66 tCO2e of homeworking emissions, 47.6% came from the use of 
electricity associated with IT equipment use, lighting, heating, and cooling. 

The remaining 52.4% came from gas and burning oil used for heating.

2024/25 Homeworking

In 2024/25, 20% of 
survey respondents 
said that they were 

on a 100% 
renewable 

electricity tariff 
during the reporting 

year. 

Figure 8. Percentage breakdown of electricity tariffs among employees 
in 2024/25.
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Continue Using Low and Zero Carbon Transport:
• Encourage employees to keep low and zero carbon transport modes in their 

future commutes.

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Employee Working 
Habits

EV Salary Sacrifice Scheme:
• In 2024/25, 0.3% of distance commuted by cars was via EVs– potentially 

related to Sharpe Pritchard’s EV Salary Scheme. 
• GHG emissions from EVs are ~3 times lower per kilometre than diesel and 

petrol vehicles.
• Encourage employees to take part in this salary sacrifice scheme to reduce 

commuting emissions, especially those who cannot switch their commutes 
to public transport, cycling, or walking. 

Switch to 100% Renewable Electricity:
▪ In 2024/25, 17 out of 83 survey respondents said their homes were on a 

100% renewable electricity tariff.
▪ When financially and practically feasible (e.g. moving homes, end of 

contract), encourage employees to switch to a 100% renewable tariff. 



Communicating the carbon footprint results with all staff will help them 
understand the impact certain activities have.

Employee engagement and participation is particularly pertinent, as 
commuting and homeworking are activities Sharpe Pritchard is unable 
to directly control.

Engage with Staff and Improve Carbon Literacy, by:
▪ Presenting the carbon footprint results to the wider company through 

a knowledge sharing platform (e.g. lunch and learn)
▪ This can serve as an opportunity to: 

▪ Field any questions and feedback
▪ Educate on actions that can be taken at home
▪ Encourage further uptake of survey in the future

▪ Incentivising sustainable actions through competitions and rewards 
(e.g. cycling tallies)

▪ Signing up to employee pledge programmes (e.g. DoNation)

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Employee 
Engagement

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.wearedonation.com/en-gb/organisations___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjczZWQ2NWFkYWFiOTYwNjhjZjhjNmVlMmU0MWQ2MjlhOjc6NDdmZTplMWZlMTY5ZDZhYTI3ZjIzZmE0ZjNjMzQzMTNiZTAxYzkwYzBlZGRjMjIwNWQ3OTkwNGQzZmZkMjQ5OWMyY2Q4OnA6VDpO


Section 5:
Science-Based 
Targets



Net-Zero Target 
Validation: 
SME Route

Targets to Set – Near-Term:
▪ Scope 1 & 2 – maintenance target
▪ Scope 3 – commitment to measure and reduce (no target)

Targets to Set – Long-Term Net-Zero:
▪ All Scopes – 90% reduction target

Target language template: 
“Our company commits to maintain zero scope 1 and scope 2 
emissions through 2036, and to measure and reduce its scope 3 
emissions from a 2025 base year.”
“Our company commits to reach net-zero by 2040. As part of this, 
commits to reduce scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions 90% by 2040 from 
a 2025 base year.”



Near-Term Targets
Scope 1

NOT MAPPED:
No scope 1 emissions reported in 2024/25

TARGETS CONTENT:
Near-Term Long-Term

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3 Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3

As there were no scope 1 GHG emissions in 2024/25, Sharpe 
Pritchard’s near-term target would be to ensure that these emissions 
remain zero (maintenance target). This can be done by ensuring that 
Sharpe Pritchard’s office space continues to avoid using natural gas 
and other fuels, has no refrigerant leakages, and that any future office 
spaces do not rely on fossil fuel-based heating. 
It should be noted that in 2024/25, there were no fugitive losses (or 
refrigerant leaks). However, as these leaks are variable year-to-year, 
Sharpe Pritchard should continue to track any refrigerant top ups and 
conduct regular maintenance on any A/C units to minimise leakage.



Near-Term Targets
Scope 2

TARGETS CONTENT:
Near-Term Long-Term

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3 Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3

As there were no scope 2 GHG emissions in 2024/25, Sharpe 
Pritchard’s near-term target would be to ensure that these emissions 
remain zero (maintenance target). 
This can be done by ensuring that Sharpe Pritchard’s office space 
continues to operate on 100% renewable electricity tariff.NOT MAPPED:

No scope 2 emissions reported in 2024/25



Near-Term Targets
Scope 3

TARGETS CONTENT:
Near-Term Long-Term

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3 Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3

The SME route does not require a Scope 3 near-term target.

This adjustment acknowledges that SMEs may lack the resources to 
commercially influence their supply chain immediately. The commitment to 
measure and reduce Scope 3, without near-term target pressure, gives SMEs 
time to build supplier relationships and work collaboratively toward 
reductions.

NOT MAPPED:
Near-term scope 3 target not required for 

SMEs



Sharpe Pritchard’s long-term net-zero reduction trajectory has been mapped above in Figure 10. Unlike the near-term targets previously 
discussed, the long-term net-zero target is a 90% reduction of scopes 1, 2, and 3 by 2050 or sooner. 2040, 2045, and 2050 pathways have 

been mapped as potential target dates. 
The remaining 10% GHG emissions are referred to as “residual emissions,” which are to be permanently removed using nature- or 

technology-based solutions. 

Long-Term Net-Zero Target
All 3 Scopes, Absolute Contraction Approach

TARGETS CONTENT:
Near-Term Long-Term

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3 Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3

Figure 9. Net-zero target, all scopes, under three target year scenarios.
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Section 6:
Next Steps



Sharpe 
Pritchard’s 
Steps to SBTi 
Submission

Choose Target Years: for near-term and net-zero

Choose Target Coverage: Are there any activities / emissions 
sources you wish to exclude and focus on reducing from other 
key activities? 

Complete the SBTi submission form: 51-0 will help fill in the SBTi 
targets form, ensuring that it is ready for submission on the SBTi 
portal.

Submit for validation! Your validation will likely begin in a few 
months time (dependent on the SBTi availability and the nearest 
validation slot available). 



Any questions?
Thank you!



Section 7:
Appendix



Scope Activity / Category
GHG Emissions (tCO2e)

% of TotalMandatory Optional Total

Scope 1 - - - - -
Scope 2 Electricity 146.36 - 146.36 3.8%

Scope 3

1: Purchased Goods & Services 3,515.92 - 3,515.92 92.4%
2: Capital Goods - - - -
3: Fuel- and Energy Related Emissions 48.19 - 48.19 1.3%
4: Upstream Transport and Distribution 4.91 - 4.91 0.1%
5: Waste 1.05 - 1.05 0.0%
6: Business Travel (Optional - Hotel Stay) 12.96 1.42 14.38 0.4%
7: Employee Commuting (Optional - Homeworking) 46.62 29.24 75.86 2.0%
8: Upstream Leased Assets - - - -
9: Downstream Transport and Distribution - - - -
10: Processing of Sold Products - - - -
11: Use of Sold Products - - - -
12: End-of Life of Sold Products - - - -
13: Downstream Leased Assets - - - -
14: Franchises - - - -
15: Investments - - - -

LOCATION-BASED TOTAL 3,776.01 30.65 3,806.67 100%

Table 6. Location-based GHG 
emissions in 2024/25, split by 
scope and category.

2024/25 Carbon Footprint
Location-Based, Split by Activity and Scope

Location-based 
methodology calculates 
electricity emissions 
using the average fuel 
mix of the region (i.e. the 
UK National Grid).



Science-Based Targets 

Target Setting What are SBTs?
Created by the Science Based Target Initiative (SBTi),  SBTs provide 
companies with a clearly-defined pathway to set targets and reduce 
emissions in line with the global target of limiting global warming below 
1.5C. 

This makes them more robust and meaningful and in line with climate 
science. SBTs also set you on a pathway to reach real science-based 
net-zero by 2050 at the latest.

Why is Science Based Target Setting Fundamental?
Climate science predicts that, unless we dramatically curb temperature 
rise, we will see catastrophic impacts of climate change.

The Paris Agreement in 2015 saw 200 countries pledge to keep global 
temperatures preferably below 1.5C. The 1.5C was defined as the cap 
that, if exceeded, will see such catastrophic climate impacts.

Whilst nation states have pledged to this agreement, it’s fundamental 
that organisations can make the same commitment.



The SBTi defines science-based net-zero as the achievement 
of three key steps: 

1. Near-Term SBTs
What companies will do now, and over the next 5-10 years, to reduce 
emissions. This requires a 42% reduction by 2030 to be in line with 1.5C 
limit on global heating.

2. Long-Term SBTs
The degree of decarbonisation companies need to ultimately reach net-
zero.  This requires a 90% reduction by a chosen net-zero year, which 
must be 2050 or earlier.

3. Neutralisation of Residual Emissions
The residual GHGs left once long-term SBT has been achieved must be 
counterbalanced through the permanent removal and storage of carbon 
from the atmosphere. Removals of residuals is required in order to 
claim net-zero status.
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Figure 11. SBTi’s net-zero requirements timeline. Based on: SBTi Corporate 
Net-Zero Standard (Net-Zero-Standard.pdf (sciencebasedtargets.org)

3. Neutralisation of 
10% Residuals

Science-Based Net-Zero Criteria

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/Net-Zero-Standard.pdf%23:~:text=For%20long-term%20science-based%20targets%2C%20they%20inform%20the%20overallemissions,while%20long-term%20science-%20based%20targets%20are%20target%20year-independent.___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjczZWQ2NWFkYWFiOTYwNjhjZjhjNmVlMmU0MWQ2MjlhOjc6M2I1MjphODI3YTk2ZGQzZDMyZTQ3NDM4OTc0MmQxYTJiYjhlNDg4ZWMwZjY3NDNhNjY4ZmQzYzEyODNmNjVmNjcxNjQ5OnA6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/Net-Zero-Standard.pdf%23:~:text=For%20long-term%20science-based%20targets%2C%20they%20inform%20the%20overallemissions,while%20long-term%20science-%20based%20targets%20are%20target%20year-independent.___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjczZWQ2NWFkYWFiOTYwNjhjZjhjNmVlMmU0MWQ2MjlhOjc6M2I1MjphODI3YTk2ZGQzZDMyZTQ3NDM4OTc0MmQxYTJiYjhlNDg4ZWMwZjY3NDNhNjY4ZmQzYzEyODNmNjVmNjcxNjQ5OnA6VDpO
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Below is the step-by-step process of having targets officially validated by the SBTi. 

Source: Guidance from the SBTi website.

Science-Based Targets Validation Process

Not applicable for SMEs
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▪ Carbon factors sourced from a range of governmental 
and environmental organisational databases (e.g., 
UK government, EPA, National Grid etc.) and consumption 
data (e.g., kWh of electricity) were used to calculate Sharpe 
Pritchard’s carbon footprint.

Carbon Factors

▪ It is beneficial to normalise total annual emissions by a metric 
or financial indicator that is appropriate to the given business.

▪ The 2024/25 GHG emissions have not yet been normalised, 
however this can be completed in Compare Your Footprint by 
adding this information to your organisation’s details. 

▪ These normalised values (tCO2e per FTE or £m) can be used 
to benchmark your carbon footprint against future years.

Normalising Emissions

Methodology: 
General



Methodology: 
Carbon Factors

Core carbon factors have been sourced from the below inventories:

Carbon Factor Source

IPCC Emissions Factor Database https://www.ipcc-
nggip.iges.or.jp/EFDB/main.php

Global Emissions Model for 
Integrated Systems http://iinas.org/gemis.html

UK Government Factors
https://www.gov.uk/government/colle

ctions/government-conversion-
factors-for-company-reporting

EPA US Factors

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production
/files/2018-03/documents/emission-

factors_mar_2018_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/colle

ctions/government-conversion-
factors-for-company-reporting

World Input Output Database – 
financial spend http://www.wiod.org/home

GHG Scope 3 Evaluator https://ghgprotocol.org/scope-3-
evaluator
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▪ GHG Protocol Corporate Reporting Standard:
Corporate Standard | Greenhouse Gas Protocol 
(ghgprotocol.org)

▪ GHG Protocol Scope 3 Calculation Guidance: Scope 
3 Calculation Guidance | Greenhouse Gas 
Protocol (ghgprotocol.org)

▪ Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi) setting and 
validation process: Set a Target - Science Based Targets

▪ SBTi new (launched 28/10/2021) net-zero standard: The Net-
Zero Standard - Science Based Targets
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