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Section 1:
Introduction



A Carbon Footprint: The Basics

A carbon footprint is the total quantity of greenhouse gases produced by an organisation, project or place over a given time.

In accordance with the GHG Protocol, the most widely recognised and used standard in carbon accounting, the footprint will 
be presented as below:

Unit of Measurement

The carbon footprint is expressed in 
tCO2e, or tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalents – a standard unit for 

measuring carbon footprints.

CO2e expresses the carbon footprint as 
a single number, based on the global 

warming potentials of each of the seven 
Kyoto Protocol greenhouse gases.

Dual Reporting

The emissions associated with 
electricity consumption have been 

calculated and reported in two ways:
▪ Location-Based: uses the average 

fuel mix of the region e.g., the UK 
National Grid

▪ Market-Based: uses the actual fuel 
mix of the specific tariff purchased 
e.g., 100% renewable tariff from an 

energy supplier

Emission Categories

The carbon footprint is categorised into 
3 ‘Scopes’: 

▪ Scope 1: Direct emissions from 
owned or controlled sources (e.g., 

building gas usage). 
▪ Scope 2: Indirect emissions from 

generation of purchased electricity, 
heat or steam.

▪ Scope 3: All indirect emissions that 
occur in the company value chain



A Carbon Footprint: 
Scope 3 Categories

* As outlined in the GHG Protocol Corporate Reporting 
Standard (Chapter 3: Setting Organizational Boundaries).

Scope 3 is a vast area of emissions that encompasses all indirect GHG 
emissions across the value chain (that is not already in Scope 2). As a result, it 
is also the biggest of the three Scopes for most businesses.

To provide structure, the GHG Protocol splits Scope 3 into 15 Categories:

1. Purchased Goods and Services
2. Capital Goods
3. Fuel- and Energy-Related Activities 
4. Upstream Transportation and 

Distribution (T&D)
5. Waste Generated in Operations
6. Business Travel
7. Employee Commuting 
8. Upstream Leased Assets

Upstream Downstream 

9. Downstream Transportation and 
Distribution (T&D)

10. Processing of Sold Products
11. Use of Sold Products
12. End of Life Treatment of Sold 

Products
13. Downstream Leased Assets
14. Franchises
15. Investments

To align with SBTi requirements, 100% of Sharpe Pritchard’s emissions has 
been calculated for 2023/24. However, not all Scope 3 categories are 
applicable to Sharpe Pritchard. See next slide for further details.



Project Scope 
and Boundary

* As outlined in the GHG Protocol Corporate Reporting 
Standard (Chapter 3: Setting Organizational Boundaries).

Reporting Year:
1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024

Organisational Boundary:
Operational Control *

GHG Emissions Included:
All GHG emissions across Scopes 1, 2 
and 3, in line with the SBTi validation 
requirements. 
Full breakdown can be found adjacent:

Scope 1
Heating (e.g., Natural Gas) N/A
Refrigerants N/A
Company Fleet N/A

Scope 2 Electricity COMPLETE

Scope 3

CAT 1. Purchased Goods and Services COMPLETE
CAT 2. Capital Goods N/A
CAT 3. Fuel- and Energy-Related Activities COMPLETE
CAT 4. Upstream T&D COMPLETE
CAT 5. Waste Generated COMPLETE
CAT 6. Business Travel COMPLETE
CAT 7. Employee Commuting and WFH COMPLETE
CAT 8. Upstream Leased Assets N/A
CAT 9. Downstream T&D N/A
CAT 10. Processing of Sold Products N/A
CAT 11. Use of Sold Products N/A
CAT 12. End of Life Treatment of Sold Products N/A
CAT 13. Downstream Leased Assets N/A
CAT 14. Franchises N/A
CAT 15. Investments N/A (TBC)



Section 2:
Results Overview



Table 1. Market-based GHG 
emissions in 2023/24, split by 
Scope and Category.

2023/24 Carbon Footprint
Market-Based, Split by Activity and Scope

Market-based methodology 
calculates electricity 
emissions using supplier-
specific fuel mix. 

Market-based totals will be 
used for the remainder of 
this report, unless stated 
otherwise.

Scope Activity / Category
GHG Emissions (tCO2e)

% of Total
Mandatory Optional Total

Scope 1 - - - - -
Scope 2 Electricity - - - -

Scope 3

1: Purchased Goods & Services 393.99 - 393.99 84.8%
2: Capital Goods - - - -
3: Fuel- and Energy Related Emissions 0.34 - 0.34 0.1%
4: Upstream Transport and Distribution 4.10 - 4.10 0.9%
5: Waste 0.36 - 0.36 0.1%
6: Business Travel (Optional - Hotel Stay) 12.16 1.96 14.12 3.0%
7: Employee Commuting (Optional - Homeworking) 27.00 24.45 51.45 11.1%
8: Upstream Leased Assets - - - -
9: Downstream Transport and Distribution - - - -
10: Processing of Sold Products - - - -
11: Use of Sold Products - - - -
12: End-of Life of Sold Products - - - -
13: Downstream Leased Assets - - - -
14: Franchises - - - -
15: Investments - - - -

TOTAL 437.95 26.40 464.35 100%



Figure 1. Market-based GHG emissions in 2023/24, split by category and presented as a tree-map.

2023/24 Carbon Footprint
Market-Based, Split by Activity and Scope
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Section 3:
Scope 1 & 2 
Recommendations



Scope 1: 
▪ Scope 1 emissions are direct emissions that can come from natural gas 

used in buildings, fossil-fuels used in company-owned vehicles, and fugitive 
losses from refrigeration leaks. 

▪ In 2023/24, Sharpe Pritchard had no reported scope 1 emissions as the 
office did not have gas heating, there were no company-owned vehicles, 
and no refrigerant leaks. 

▪ To ensure scope 1 emissions remain minimal in future years, Sharpe 
Pritchard should:

▪ Ensure their office remains on non-fossil fuel heating sources.
▪ Continue to track any refrigerant top ups and conduct regular 

maintenance on any A/C units to minimise leakage (as these are 
variable year-to-year).

▪ If purchasing company fleet in the future, ensure these are electric.

Scope 2:
▪ Scope 2 emissions are indirect emissions from electricity. 
▪ In 2023/24, Sharpe Pritchard was on a 100% renewable electricity tariff, 

which resulted in zero scope 2 emissions. 
▪ To keep scope 2 emissions zero in future years, Sharpe Pritchard should 

remain on a 100% renewable electricity tariff.

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Scopes 1 & 2



Section 4:
Scope 3 Hotspots & 
Recommendations



Sharpe Pritchard’s 2023/24 Scope 3 Hotspots

11.1%

Category 7: Employee 
Commuting

84.8%

Category 1: Purchased 
Goods & Services



Section 4a:
Category 1 - 
Purchased Goods 
& Services



80%

12%

Business Services

Food and Drink

Information Technology:
Software & Services
Materials: Stationery

Metal

Electrical items

Furniture

Chemicals

Water

Figure 2. GHG emissions from Purchased Goods & Services, split by purchase category.

In 2023/24, GHG emissions from Category 1 - Purchased Goods & 
Services were 393.99 tCO2e, accounting for 84.8% of the total footprint.

As highlighted in Figure 4, this primarily came from Business Services 
and Food and Drink purchases.

2023/24 Purchased Goods & Services

393.99 
tCO2e

Purchase Category GHG Emissions 
(tCO₂e)

% of Procurement 
GHG Emissions

Business Services 314.43 80%
Food and Drink 48.77 12%

Information Technology: 
Software & Services 17.92 5%

Materials: Stationery 6.72 2%
Metal 4.33 1%

Electrical items 0.88 0.2%
Furniture 0.53 0.1%

Chemicals 0.32 0.1%
Water 0.10 0.03%
Total 393.99 100%

Table 2. 
GHG 
emissions 
from 
Purchased 
Goods & 
Services, split 
by purchase 
category.



In 2023/24, 86% of GHG emissions from 
Purchased Goods & Services were calculated 
based on spend data. The other 14% of GHG 
emissions came from supplier-specific emissions 
that were allocated to Sharpe Pritchard.

While using spend data does ensure that you are 
including emissions when supplier-specific data is 
not available, this method can often overestimate 
GHG emissions. 

A clear example of this is Purple Matrix. 

Deep-Dive: Business Services Data Quality

Supplier Spend, 
86%

Supplier-Specific 
Emissions, 14%

393.99 
tCO2e

Figure 3. GHG 
emissions from 
Purchased Goods & 
Services, split by 
data source.
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Figure 4. 
Modelled GHG 
emissions from 
Purple Matrix, 
split by 
calculation 
method.

Nominal Name 23/24 Spend (£)

GHG Emissions 
from Supplier 

(tCO₂e)

GHG Emissions 
from Spend 

(tCO₂e)
Used in Footprint Modelled Only

Azure Costs £93,003.53

0.80

38.46
Computer Consumables £3,670.75 2.06
Computer Licensing £40,586.89 4.93
Hardware £36,722.48 14.16
Linetime Costs £15,600.00 1.90
Outsourced IT £100,425.53 39.16

Total £290,009.18 0.80 100.67

Table 3. 
GHG 
emissions 
from Purple 
Matrix, split by 
calculation 
method.

The total amount spent on Purple Matrix in 
23/24 has been broken down in Table 3. Had 
this spend been used to calculate GHG 
emissions, this would have amounted to 
100.67 tCO2e. 

Purple Matrix, however, provided Sharpe 
Pritchard with their annual GHG emissions and 
what percentage of their revenue that SP 
represented. This allowed for Purple Matrix’s 
emissions to be allocated to Sharpe Pritchard, 
resulting in 0.80 tCO2e. 

This means that the spend-based emissions 
were 126 times higher than the supplier-
specific emissions!

Business Services Data Quality (Purple Matrix)



Figure 5. Modelled GHG emissions from £15 of restaurant spend. one unit of 
meat-based meal, and one plant-based meal.

In 2023/24, Food & Drink purchases made up 12% of GHG emissions 
from Category 1 - Purchased Goods & Services. These emissions were 
calculated entirely using spend from the purchase ledger. 

As previously mentioned, spend-based emissions calculations can 
overestimate GHG emissions. 

Figure 5 highlights this potential overestimation. In this example, £15 is 
spent at a restaurant. If only the amount spent is known, this results in 
4.2 kgCO2e. 

However, if more granular data is recorded and used for emissions 
calculations, the results are much lower. If this £15 was spent on one 
meat-based meal, this would result in 1.7 kgCO2e.

Having this level of granular data then allows for opportunities for 
emissions reductions, as Sharpe Pritchard can focus on shifting to 
plant-based meals, which have lower associated GHG emissions than 
meat-based meals.

This shows that having more granular data can improve your emissions 
calculations, which can result in lower GHG emissions. 

Deep Dive: Food & Drink Data Quality
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Figure 7. Modelled GHG emissions from £600 of average metal spend and 12kg of average metal 
based on one commuter bike. 

The same is true for other procurement 
categories.

Figure 6 highlights how using granular data for 
furniture purchases can impact GHG emissions. 
For furniture procurement, it’s important to know 
the total number of units purchased and the type 
of furniture.

Figure 7 highlights the same for miscellaneous 
purchases such as employee bikes. For these, it’s 
important to know the number of units purchased, 
the weight per unit,  as well as the main material 
make-up of the product and its recycled content. 

Deep Dive: Additional Procurement Data Quality
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Figure 6. Modelled GHG emissions from £150 of furniture spend. one office chair, and bookshelf.



Continue to Gather Supplier Specific Data: 
▪ In 2023/24, 14% of Business Services emissions came from actual supplier 

emissions data, with the remaining emissions being calculated based on 
spend. 

▪ Emissions calculated using spend data can be overestimated, so Sharpe 
Pritchard should continue to survey its suppliers for data and look to survey 
more of its suppliers for their GHG emissions in 24/25.

Encourage Suppliers to Commit to Science-Based Targets:
▪ Make science-based reduction targets a requirement for any supplier 

Sharpe Pritchard works with.
▪ As suppliers reduce their emissions, Sharpe Pritchard’s emissions will in 

turn reduce if Sharpe Pritchard is using supplier-specific emissions data in 
its footprint inventory.

Implement a Sustainable Procurement Policy:
• Implement a companywide policy to ensure purchased goods are sourced 

sustainably. 
• This could include:

• Encouraging employees to opt for plant-based meals when eating out, 
which are 1.5 times less carbon intensive than meat-based meals

• Purchasing refurbished IT equipment, which has on average 80% 
fewer GHG emissions than new IT equipment

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Purchased Goods & 
Services



Improve Data Quality: 
▪ As previously highlighted, spend data is not ideal when calculating GHG 

emissions.
▪ In addition to surveying suppliers for supplier-specific GHG emissions, 

Sharpe Pritchard should also look to collecting more granular data where 
supplier emissions cannot be gathered and apportioned to Sharpe 
Pritchard.

▪ This granular data collection could look like something like the below:

▪ This level of data would ensure Sharpe Pritchard’s emissions calculations 
are more accurate and would credit Sharpe Pritchard for any sustainable 
choices it makes (e.g., products with 100% recycled content, plant-based 
food, refurbished IT equipment, etc.)

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Purchased Goods & 
Services

Supplier Product Product 
Description

Recycled Content / 
Production Type

Units 
Purchased

Weight 
per Unit 

(kg)

Total Weight 
Purchased 

(kg)

Total 
Spend 

(£)

Amazon Notebooks
200 sheet, 

A4 
notebook

100% recycled 
paper 2 0.25 0.5 £2.00



Section 4a:
Category 7 – 
Employee 
Commuting 
(incl. Homeworking)



Figure 8. GHG emissions from Employee Commuting and Homeworking.

In 2023/24, GHG emissions from Category 7 – Employee Commuting 
were 51.54 tCO2e, accounting for 10.5% of the total footprint. This 
included emissions from both commuting and homeworking.

Employee commuting emissions were provided as a total sum of GHG 
emissions, as these were previously calculated by Planet Mark. As the 
methodology and breakdown of calculations were not available, this 
hotspot cannot be analysed in full detail (e.g., deep dives into how 
employees commuted in 2023.) 

Should Sharpe Pritchard opt for Green Element’s employee survey 
service in the future, this will include both commuting and homeworking 
– this would give us more accurate emissions results. 

2023 Employee Commuting (incl. Homeworking)
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Although this data cannot be fully explored for 2023, there are still 
many general recommendations that Sharpe Pritchard (and its 
employees) can consider to reduce commuting and homeworking 
emissions in future years. 



Encourage Walking and Cycling to the Office:
• Walking and cycling have zero GHG emissions (as well as additional 

physical and mental health benefits)! Encourage employees to 
incorporate more of this zero-carbon transport in their daily commutes 
to the office.

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Commuting

▪ Electric Vehicle Salary Sacrifice Scheme:
▪ GHG emissions from EVs are roughly 3 times lower per kilometre than 

diesel and petrol vehicles.

▪ Consider implementing an EV salary sacrifice scheme for those 
employees who cannot feasibly use public transport (or walk/cycle).

Prioritise Public Transport:
▪ Encourage the use of public transport over cars where feasible:

▪ Bus travel is roughly 2.2 times less carbon intensive than 
commuting by car.

▪ Underground rail is nearly 6 times less carbon intensive 
than commuting by car. 



Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Homeworking

Encourage Survey Participation:
▪ The Green Element employee survey contains a section on 

homeworking, which asks employees to provide information on their:
▪ Energy set up (e.g. renewable tariffs, heating source)
▪ Energy consumption habits (e.g. lighting, heating, cooling)
▪ Home-office set up (e.g. number of monitors, hours in call)

▪ All responses are used to feed into our emissions calculations, and to 
identify patterns across employees.

▪ Ensure continued participation of the survey to capture homeworking 
moving forward.

Switch to 100% Renewable Electricity:
▪ Based on Green Element’s database, only 20% of employees are on 

100% renewable electricity tariffs in the UK. 
▪ Employees on renewable tariffs have almost 28 times less 

electricity emissions than those that aren’t.

▪ When financially and practically feasible (e.g. moving homes, end of 
contract), encourage employees to switch to a 100% renewable tariff. 



Communicating the carbon footprint results with all staff will help them 
understand the impact certain activities have.

Employee engagement and participation is particularly pertinent, as 
commuting and homeworking are activities Sharpe Pritchard is unable 
to directly control.

Engage with Staff and Improve Carbon Literacy, by:
▪ Presenting the carbon footprint results to the wider company through 

a knowledge sharing platform (e.g. lunch and learn)
▪ This can serve as an opportunity to: 

▪ Field any questions and feedback
▪ Educate on actions that can be taken at home
▪ Encourage further uptake of survey in the future

▪ Incentivising sustainable actions through competitions and rewards 
(e.g. cycling tallies)

▪ Signing up to employee pledge programmes (e.g. DoNation)

Reduction 
Recommendations: 
Employee 
Engagement

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.wearedonation.com/en-gb/organisations___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YTpvOjdjNmM2ZDgyYTk3NmY2NmEwM2QzNWNmYzVhMTY5MjFkOjY6ZmExNzozNThlYzZiN2RmOTIwMDEyZTVlYWUxZjY5YzI5NTk5ZTQ4OWYxNGU1NDA0NWJjZTlhNWMwMTFmMmUzOWUxOGM0OnA6RjpO


Section 5:
Near-Term and 
Net-Zero Science-
Based Targets



Science-Based Targets 

Target Setting What are SBTs?
Created by the Science Based Target Initiative (SBTi),  SBTs provide 
companies with a clearly-defined pathway to set targets and reduce 
emissions in line with the global target of limiting global warming below 
1.5C. 

This makes them more robust and meaningful and in line with climate 
science. SBTs also set you on a pathway to reach real science-based 
net-zero by 2050 at the latest.

Why is Science Based Target Setting Fundamental?
Climate science predicts that, unless we dramatically curb temperature 
rise, we will see catastrophic impacts of climate change.

The Paris Agreement in 2015 saw 200 countries pledge to keep global 
temperatures preferably below 1.5C. The 1.5C was defined as the cap 
that, if exceeded, will see such catastrophic climate impacts.

Whilst nation states have pledged to this agreement, it’s fundamental 
that organisations can make the same commitment.



The SBTi defines science-based net-zero as the achievement 
of three key steps: 

1. Near-Term SBTs
What companies will do now, and over the next 5-10 years, to reduce 
emissions. This requires a 42% reduction by 2030 to be in line with 1.5C 
limit on global heating.

2. Long-Term SBTs
The degree of decarbonisation companies need to ultimately reach net-
zero.  This requires a 90% reduction by a chosen net-zero year, which 
must be 2050 or earlier.

3. Neutralisation of Residual Emissions
The residual GHGs left once long-term SBT has been achieved must be 
counterbalanced through the permanent removal and storage of carbon 
from the atmosphere. Removals of residuals is required in order to 
claim net-zero status.
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Figure 9. SBTi’s net-zero requirements timeline. Based on: SBTi Corporate Net-
Zero Standard (Net-Zero-Standard.pdf (sciencebasedtargets.org)

3. Neutralisation of 
10% Residuals

Science-Based Net-Zero Criteria

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/Net-Zero-Standard.pdf%23:~:text=For%20long-term%20science-based%20targets%2C%20they%20inform%20the%20overallemissions,while%20long-term%20science-%20based%20targets%20are%20target%20year-independent.___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YTpvOjdjNmM2ZDgyYTk3NmY2NmEwM2QzNWNmYzVhMTY5MjFkOjY6NTFhODphMmI5ZmRhZTY5Yzc2NGVhMzU1YzkzOTk3ZTM0NWEyNGJmYWU1NGFkNDY0YjcxNDk1ZDc2MWViMTNhY2U2YWExOnA6RjpO


Near-Term Long-Term Net-Zero
Target Year 5-10 years from date of target submission 2050 (or sooner)

Scopes 1 and 2
Coverage: 95% of total emissions
Reduction Required: 42% absolute reduction by 2030 + 
Additional 4.2% for each year beyond 2030

Coverage: 95% of total emissions
Reduction Required: 90% absolute reduction

Scope 3

Coverage: 67% of total emissions*
Reduction Required: 
Absolute Reduction Method:
- Minimum 25% absolute reduction by 2030 + Additional 

2.5% for each year beyond 2030
- OR more ambitious 42% absolute reduction by 2030 + 

Additional 4.2% for each year beyond 2030
OR Intensity Reduction Method (Physical or Economic):
- 51.6% reduction by 2030 + Additional 7% year-on-year 

reduction for each year beyond 2030

Coverage: 90% coverage of total emissions
Reduction Required: 
Absolute Reduction Method:
- 90% absolute reduction AND neutralisation of final 10% 

of emissions by permanent, physical carbon removals
OR Intensity Reduction Method (Physical or Economic):
- 97% physical intensity reduction AND neutralisation of 

remaining residual emissions by permanent, physical 
carbon removals

Science Based Targets for Sharpe Pritchard

* Currently, the SBTi does not have an official system for validating Scope 3 near-term targets for SMEs. Instead, an SME must commit to measure 
and reduce their Scope 3 emissions. 

Table 4. Overview of what science-based targets look like for Sharpe Pritchard.



Near-Term Targets
Scope 1 and 2, Absolute Contraction Approach

NOT MAPPED:
No scope 1 or 2 emissions reported in 

2023/24

TARGETS CONTENT:
Near-Term Long-Term

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3 Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3

Approach: Absolute Reduction
Target Year: 2030
Reduction Ambition: 42% (Minimum Requirement)

As there were no scope 1 or 2 GHG emissions in 2023/24, Sharpe 
Pritchard’s near-term target would be to ensure that these emissions 
remain zero. This can be done by maintaining a 100% renewable tariff 
and ensuring that Sharpe Pritchard’s office space continues to not use 
natural gas or refrigerants and that any future office spaces do not rely 
on fossil fuel-based heating. 
It should be noted that in 2023, there were no fugitive losses (or 
refrigerant leaks). However, as these leaks are variable year-to-year, 
Sharpe Pritchard should continue to track any refrigerant top ups and 
conduct regular maintenance on any A/C units to minimise leakage.



Figure 10. Scope 3 near-term Science Based Target.

Near-Term Targets
Scope 3, Absolute Contraction Approach

TARGETS CONTENT:
Near-Term Long-Term

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3 Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3

Mapped Approach: Absolute Reduction
Mapped Target Year: 2030
Reduction Ambition: 25% (Minimum Requirement) OR 42%

For its near-term target scope 3, Sharpe Pritchard has a few methods it can 
choose from. The first would be a reduction based on its absolute scope 3 
emissions, as mapped in Figure 10. Within this absolute contraction 
approach, Sharpe Pritchard could either follow a 25% reduction trajectory, or a 
more ambitious 42% reduction by 2030.  

The alternative scope 3 target method could be a reduction of normalised 
scope 3 emission based on either physical or economic intensity. Within this 
intensity approach, Sharpe Pritchard would need to reduce its normalised 
GHG emissions by 51.6% by 2030 (not currently modelled).

In 2023/24, all of Sharpe Pritchard’s GHG emissions fell under scope 3 
emissions, including its main hotspots. Therefore, to begin to reduce these 
emissions, Sharpe Pritchard can start with the hotspot recommendations set 
out within this report.
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Sharpe Pritchard’s long-term net-zero reduction trajectory has been mapped above in Figure 11. Unlike the near-term targets previously 
discussed, the long-term net-zero target is a 90% reduction of scopes 1, 2, and 3 by 2050 or sooner. 2040, 2045, and 2050 pathways have 

been mapped as potential target dates. 

The remaining 10% GHG emissions are referred to as “residual emissions,” which are to be permanently removed using nature- or 
technology-based solutions. 

Long-Term Net-Zero Target
All 3 Scopes, Absolute Contraction Approach
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Figure 11. 
Net-zero target, all 
scopes, under three 
target year scenarios.



Section 6:
Next Steps



Sharpe 
Pritchard’s 
Steps to SBTi 
Submission

Choose Target Years: for near-term and net-zero

Choose Target Coverage: Are there any activities / emissions 
sources you wish to exclude and focus on reducing from other 
key activities? 

Choose Target Type (Absolute vs Intensity): Is Sharpe Pritchard 
expected to significantly grow in the near-term? Would an 
intensity target be more appropriate? 

Complete the SBTi submission form: Green Element will help fill 
in the SBTi targets form, ensuring that it is ready for submission 
on the SBTi portal.

Submit for validation! Your validation will likely begin in a few 
months time (dependent on the SBTi availability and the nearest 
validation slot available). 



Any questions?
Thank you!



Section 7:
Appendix



Table 5. Location-based GHG 
emissions in 2023/24, split by 
Scope and Category.

2023/24 Carbon Footprint
Location-Based, Split by Activity and Scope

Scope Activity / Category
GHG Emissions (tCO2e)

% of Total
Mandatory Optional Total

Scope 1 - - - - -
Scope 2 Electricity 4.05 - 4.05 0.9%

Scope 3

1: Purchased Goods & Services 393.99 - 393.99 83.9%
2: Capital Goods - - - -
3: Fuel- and Energy Related Emissions 1.32 - 1.32 0.3%
4: Upstream Transport and Distribution 4.10 - 4.10 0.9%
5: Waste 0.36 - 0.36 0.1%
6: Business Travel (Optional - Hotel Stay) 12.16 1.96 14.12 3.0%
7: Employee Commuting (Optional - Homeworking) 27.00 24.45 51.45 11.0%
8: Upstream Leased Assets - - - -
9: Downstream Transport and Distribution - - - -
10: Processing of Sold Products - - - -
11: Use of Sold Products - - - -
12: End-of Life of Sold Products - - - -
13: Downstream Leased Assets - - - -
14: Franchises - - - -
15: Investments - - - -

TOTAL 442.98 26.40 469.38 100%

Location-based 
methodology calculates 
electricity emissions 
using the average fuel 
mix of the region (i.e. the 
UK National Grid).



Why is it Fundamental?

Target Setting

▪ Climate science predicts that unless we dramatically curb 
temperature rise, we will see catastrophic impacts of 
climate change.

▪ The Paris Agreement in 2015 saw 200 countries pledge to 
keep global temperatures preferably below 1.5C. The 1.5C 
was defined as the cap that, if exceeded, will see such 
catastrophic climate impacts.

▪ Whilst nation states have pledged to this agreement, 
it’s fundamental that organisations can make the 
same commitment.



Below is the step-by-step process of having targets officially validated by the SBTi. 

Source: Guidance from the SBTi website.

Science-Based Targets Validation Process

Not applicable for SMEs

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://sciencebasedtargets.org/how-it-works%23:~:text=%20Setting%20a%20science-based%20target%20is%20a%20five-step,emissions%20and%20track%20target%20progress%20annually%20More%20___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YTpvOjdjNmM2ZDgyYTk3NmY2NmEwM2QzNWNmYzVhMTY5MjFkOjY6ODVjMDo5YTNjZDVkMDM1ZmQ5NjFiZWI2Njc1MzYyZGM2YTExZTQxNTMxMTdiZDFmNjg0YTQ3ZTdlM2U3NzY1N2I1NzhlOnA6RjpO


▪ Carbon factors sourced from a range of governmental 
and environmental organisational databases (e.g., 
UK government, EPA, National Grid etc.) and consumption 
data (e.g., kWh of electricity) were used to calculate Sharpe 
Pritchard’s carbon footprint.

Carbon Factors

▪ It is beneficial to normalise total annual emissions by a metric 
or financial indicator that is appropriate to the given business.

▪ The 2023/24 GHG emissions have not yet been normalised, 
however this can be completed in Compare Your Footprint by 
adding this information to your organisation’s details. 

▪ These normalised values (tCO2e per FTE or £m) can be used 
to benchmark your carbon footprint against future years.

Normalising Emissions

Methodology: 
General



Methodology: 
Carbon Factors

Core carbon factors have been sourced from the below inventories:

Carbon Factor Source

IPCC Emissions Factor Database https://www.ipcc-
nggip.iges.or.jp/EFDB/main.php

Global Emissions Model for 
Integrated Systems http://iinas.org/gemis.html

UK Government Factors
https://www.gov.uk/government/colle

ctions/government-conversion-
factors-for-company-reporting

EPA US Factors

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production
/files/2018-03/documents/emission-

factors_mar_2018_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/colle

ctions/government-conversion-
factors-for-company-reporting

World Input Output Database – 
financial spend http://www.wiod.org/home

GHG Scope 3 Evaluator https://ghgprotocol.org/scope-3-
evaluator

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/EFDB/main.php___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YTpvOjdjNmM2ZDgyYTk3NmY2NmEwM2QzNWNmYzVhMTY5MjFkOjY6OTViNTo0ZGFmYWI1YzQxYTNmMTBiYTFmZTA0NDJlYjEwMWM3MDE5NWEzYjZjODg3NWExMzdkMGNjYmJiYTg4YmZmNDM4OnA6RjpO
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▪ GHG Protocol Corporate Reporting Standard: Corporate Standard | 
Greenhouse Gas Protocol (ghgprotocol.org)

▪ GHG Protocol Scope 3 Calculation Guidance: Scope 3 Calculation 
Guidance | Greenhouse Gas Protocol (ghgprotocol.org)

▪ Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi) setting and 
validation process: Set a Target - Science Based Targets

▪ SBTi new (launched 28/10/2021) net-zero standard: The Net-Zero 
Standard - Science Based Targets

▪ Green Element Podcast: Sustainable Business Podcast - Green Element

▪ Green Element Guides: Environmental and Sustainability ebooks | Green 
Element

Further Reading & Resources
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