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Embracing
change.

The UK government has committed to achieving Net Zero 

emissions by 2050. 

Growing bodies of legislation require business to understand and 

begin to mitigate their environmental impact by as early as 

2023.

Industries and economies are endlessly interconnected – large 

organisations must bring their suppliers and customers with them 

on their journey to net zero.

By 2050, all UK businesses must be 
net zero carbon.  Are you ready?
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What is net zero?

Net zero means cutting greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to as close to zero as possible, 

with any remaining emissions re-absorbed from the atmosphere (United Nations).

How do we achieve net zero?

In accordance with the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) Corporate Net Zero Standard, 

an organisation can be considered net zero once it has reduced emissions across all three 

scopes by at least 90% of the baseline.

What are Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions?

Scope 1 - the emissions from sources that a company creates directly (e.g., from burning 

fuel in gas boilers and in company owned vehicles).

Scope 2 - the emissions a company creates indirectly, associated with the production of 

energy it purchases (e.g., electricity).

Scope 3 - the emissions that are not produced by the company itself, but by those within the 

company’s value chain (e.g., procurement of goods and services). Scope 3 is split into 15 
categories.

Measuring a complete Scope 1, 2 and 3 carbon footprint

Sharpe Pritchard LLP has measured all material Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions through a 

combination of Planet Mark’s annual Business Certification and extended Scope 3 

measurement. The Planet Mark measurement methodology is fully aligned to Greenhouse 

Gas (GHG) Protocol and all data is verified with evidence provided by Sharpe Pritchard LLP.

By measuring a complete carbon footprint Sharpe Pritchard LLP can transition towards a net 

zero future through a comprehensive net zero action plan outlining decarbonisation initiatives 

to tackle all relevant emissions sources.

Executive Summary
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Executive Summary
Their scope 3 footprint includes the following categories:
Cat 1 Purchased goods and services

Cat 2 Capital goods

Cat 3 Fuel and energy-related activities

Cat 4 Upstream transportation and distribution

Cat 5 Waste

Cat 6 Business travel

Cat 7 Employee Commuting

Cat 9 Downstream transportation and distribution

All other categories were excluded due to either not being applicable to Sharpe Pritchard 

LLP or de minimis. Sharpe Pritchard LLP was responsible for the collection of data, including 

accuracy and completeness. The figures in this report relating to emissions, energy 

consumption, and intensity ratios have been calculated by Planet Mark using the data 

provided. 

13% of activity data and 75% of spend data was used and 12% extrapolated for cat 1 

purchased goods and services.

Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s overall scope 3 footprint was 260.4 tCO₂e with their 
overall market-based footprint being 260.4 tCO₂e.

Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s highest emitting scope 3 category was purchased goods 
and services at 86% of their total market-based footprint followed by employee 
commuting at 10% of their footprint.

Sharpe Pritchard LLP had no scope 1 emissions. Their location-based scope 2 
emissions would accounted for 3.4% of their overall location-based carbon 
footprint. Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s scope 3 emissions and overall market-based 
footprint emissions were equivalent to 2.7 tCO₂e per employee.
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REPORTING COMPANY 

OPERATIONS

GHG Protocol
Scopes 1-3

Electricity, 

district heating, 

steam, district 

cooling

Cat 1. Purchased 

goods & services

Cat 4. Transportation 

& distribution

Cat 3. Fuel & 

energy related 

activities 

Cat 2. Capital

goods

Cat 6. Business 

travel

Cat 5. Waste 

generated in 

operations

Cat 7. Employee 

commuting
Cat 8. Leased 

assets

Cat 10. Processing of 

sold products

Cat 9. Transportation 

& distribution

Cat 11. Use of 

sold products

Cat 12. End of life 

treatment of sold 

products

Cat 13. Leased 

assets

Cat 14. Franchises Cat 15. Investments

Company 

facilities gas, fuel 

or refrigerants

Company 

vehicles

Measured in Planet Mark Business Certification

Additional Scope 3

Not applicable or de minimis
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9.1 , 3%

260.4, 97%

Scope 2

Scope 3
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Total scope 1, 2, and 3 carbon footprint (market-based) for YE2023, tCO2eTotal carbon footprint.

All rows and tables are rounded to one decimal place. This may lead to slight discrepancies in totals within the report.

269.6 tCO2e

Scope Category tCO2e
Proportion of 
total Market-

based footprint 

Scope 1 Not Applicable to Sharpe Pritchard 0.0 0.0%

Scope 2 Electricity [Location-based] 9.1 -

Electricity [Market-based] 0.0 0.0%

Scope 3 Cat 1. Purchased goods and services 224.2 83.2%

Cat 2. Capital goods Part of cat 1

Cat 3. Fuel and energy related activities 3.4 1.3%

Cat 4. Upstream transportation and distribution 0.1 0.03%

Cat 5. Waste 1.4 0.5%

Cat 6. Business travel 2.1 0.8%

Cat 7. Employee commuting 27.0 10.0%

Cat 9. Downstream transportation and distribution 2.2 0.8%

Total scope 3 260.4 96.6%

Total Location-based 269.6

Per employee 2.8

Total Market-based 260.4

Per employee 2.7

Total scope 1, 2, and 3 carbon footprint (location-based) for YE2023, tCO2e

260.4 , 100%

Scope 3 260.4 tCO2e
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0.0, 0%

224.2, 86%

3.4, 1%

0.1, 0.03%

1.4, 1%

2.1, 1%
27.0, 10% 2.2, 1%

Electricity [market-based]

1. Purchased goods and
services

3. Fuel and energy related
activities

4. Upstream transportation
and distribution

5. Waste

6. Business travel

7. Employee commuting

9. Downstream
transportation and
distribution

9.1, 3%

224.2, 83%

3.4, 1%

0.1, 0.03%

1.4, 1%

2.1, 1%

27.0, 10% 2.2, 1%

Electricity [location-based]

1. Purchased goods and
services

3. Fuel and energy related
activities

4. Upstream transportation
and distribution

5. Waste

6. Business travel

7. Employee commuting

9. Downstream
transportation and
distribution

All categories of carbon footprint (Location-based) for YE2023, tCO2e

9

Total carbon footprint. Location and market comparison.

All categories of carbon footprint (Market-based) for YE2023, tCO2e

269.6 tCO2e260.4 tCO2e



#DoMoreGood 10

What is market-based carbon footprint measurement?

Market-based methodology.

The market-based method was introduced in 2015 in order to allow companies to reflect the emissions from the electricity that they have specifically chosen to procure or generate on-site, which in most 

cases will be different from the average emissions of the electricity that is generated by the local grid.* For the purposes of year-to-year comparison and reduction, location-based value is used, to ensure 

consistency and adherence to Business Certification Scheme Rules.

If you have a green tariff:
Different electricity suppliers (and different tariffs from the same electricity supplier) may have different greenhouse gas emissions 

attributed to them depending on the mix of generators that they source electricity from and they have to declare the fuel mix of their 

electricity supplies to Ofgem on an annual basis.

Your electricity supplier may choose to invest in new renewable generation capacity of its own or contract directly with an existing 

renewable generator via a mechanism known as a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA). Under a PPA the supplier commits to purchasing

electricity produced by the renewable generator for a long period, providing certainty for the generator and a good price for the supplier.

A more common approach to green tariffs is for electricity suppliers to purchase electricity from the wholesale market (which means that 

it has been generated by a range of sources including fossil fuel generators) and then purchase and retire an equivalent number of 

certificates known as REGOs (Renewable Energy Guarantees of Origin). This type of green tariff is usually described as being “REGO-

backed”. These REGO-backed green tariffs would be eligible for zero emissions under the market-based method, however we 

recommend that our members seek out high quality green tariffs which go beyond minimum standards and actively support the 

deployment of additional, new renewables generation capacity.

If your electricity supply is not a 100% renewable, then under the market-based approach, we use the emission factor based on 

the tariff or the supplier’s fuel mix disclosure declaration. In some cases this will be lower than the grid average emission 

factor used in the market-based approach. If no tariff or supplier-specific emission factor is available, then an emission factor based 

on the residual fuel mix is used. This emission factor is higher than the grid average emission factor as the residual fuel mix is made up 

of all fossil fuel and nuclear generation along with the renewable generation which does not have a retired REGO associated with it. This 

results in market-based carbon footprint being higher than location-based.

If you have on-site renewables:
If your renewables installation is not supported by the Feed-In Tariff (FiT) 

or if you retired REGOs equivalent to the amount of electricity consumed 

from an on-site renewable installation, you are eligible for zero emissions 

for the generated electricity which you consume on-site under both the 

market-based and location-based methods. Electricity exported to the grid is 

excluded and does not contribute to a reduction in emissions.

Planet Mark members with FiT-supported renewables installations (the FiT ran 

in the UK from April 2010 to March 2019) who have not registered for, claimed 

and retired REGOs for the generation cannot claim the zero-carbon electricity 

(please refer to Ofgem rules). In this case the average grid emission factor is 

applied to consumption of on-site renewable generation under the location-

based method and the residual fuel mix emission factor is applied under the 

market-based method. It is possible to register a FiT-supported renewable 

installation with Ofgem and retire the associated REGOs and in this case a 

zero-emission factor would be applied to consumption of on-site renewable 

generation in both the location-based and market-based methods.

A REGO (Renewable Energy Guarantees of Origin) is a certificate which is 

issued by Ofgem to a renewable generator for each MWh (megawatt-hour) of 

renewable electricity that they produce.

* https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Scope%202%20Guidance_Final_Sept26.pdf#page=28 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Scope%202%20Guidance_Final_Sept26.pdf%23page=28___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YTpvOjQ3YjNmOGMxMDBjYzBjYjg5MTk4YjQ3MmI4YWM4M2RjOjY6MzhjODpiNzEyNjMwMjY4NWY2MzRhOWU2OGNiNzRiN2JmYWU2MTA5N2ZhZTBkMTZhOGNjNGZkNGJiOGExZjFlNjRmY2JmOnA6VA


111111

Scopes 1 & 2
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Carbon footprint.

12

Buildings emissions (Location-based) for year ending 2022 and 2023, tCO2e

All rows and tables are rounded to one decimal place. This may lead to slight discrepancies in totals within the report.

Buildings 2022 2023

Electricity (Location-based) 9.5 9.1

Total 9.5 9.1

0
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4

5

6

7

8

9
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2022 2023

Electricity

There were no scope 1 emissions during the reporting period.

Location-based scope 2 emissions decreased by 4% compared to the year ending 

2022, despite a 6% increase in electricity consumption.

There were no market-based electricity emissions for either year as 100% 

renewable electricity was procured.
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Scope 3
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Cat 1. 
Purchased goods 

and services

2.7
tCO2e per employee

260.4
tCO2e total emissions

Total emissions equivalent to 
227 return flights from London to New York 

Scope 3.

Cat 3. 
Fuel and energy-
related activities

Cat 4. 
Upstream 

transportation and 
distribution

Cat 9. 
Downstream 

transportation 
and distribution

Cat 5. 
Waste

Cat 6. 
Business travel

Cat 7. 
Employee 

commuting

224.2 tCO2e 3.4 tCO2e 0.1 tCO2e 1.4 tCO2e 2.1 tCO2e 27.0 tCO2e 2.2 tCO2e
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Scope 3 carbon footprint.

15

Scope 3 carbon footprint by emission source for YE2023, tCO2e

Reporting Year:
01 April 2022 to 31 March 2023

Reporting Boundary: 
Elm Yard, 10-16 Elm St, London WC1X 0BJ

Scope 3 Categories Measured: 
Cat 1. purchased goods and services

Cat 2. capital goods 

Cat 3. fuel and energy-related activities

Cat 4. upstream transportation and distribution

Cat 5. waste

Cat 6. business travel

Cat 7. employee commuting

Cat 9. downstream transportation and distribution

Highlights:
Total scope 3 footprint (tCO2e): 260.4

Per employee (tCO2e):        2.7

Data quality score:        12 out of 16

260.4 tCO2e

224.2, 86%

3.4 , 1%

0.1 , 0.03%

1.4, 1%

2.1, 1%

27.0, 10% 2.2, 1%

1. Purchased goods and
services

3. Fuel and energy related
activities

4. Upstream transportation
and distribution

5. Waste

6. Business travel

7. Employee commuting

9. Downstream
transportation and
distribution
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• Purchased goods and services (PG&S) covered the emissions from the materials that Sharpe Pritchard LLP purchased in the reporting period of 01 April 2022 to 31 

March 2023.

• PG&S emissions accounted for 86.1% of the total scope 3 carbon footprint and 86.1% of total scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions (market-based).

Methodology

• The suppliers that covered the top 87.9% of spend were included.

• Where data was provided by Sharpe Pritchard's suppliers this has been used if the data was of sufficient quality. If the data provided was not of sufficient quality, BEIS 

spend-based emissions factors have been used.

• Supplier responses were excluded for two main reasons; they completed the supplier questionnaires but missed important cells in the questionnaire (likely as they 

didn’t have the required data) or they provided carbon footprint data without a full extended scope 3 footprint included. 

• For Burges Salmon, data from 2021 were used as this was the closest data available to the reporting period. 

• Capital Goods have also been included within this section to avoid duplication as they were hard to distinguish.

• 13.4% of PG&S emissions was calculated using activity-based data, 74.5% using spend-based data and the final 12.1% was extrapolated. 

Cat 1. Purchased goods and services.

Spend 

data
Activity 

data

75% spend 

13% activity

12% extrapolated
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67.1, 30%

58.6, 26%

19.7, 9%

14.9, 7%

7.3, 3%

5.4, 2%

4.7, 2%

4.4, 2%

4.1, 2%

38.1, 17%

Computer programming,
consultancy and related
services

Information services

Other professional, scientific
and technical services

Employment services

Food and beverage serving
services

Advertising and market
research services

Warehousing and support
services for transportation

Public administration and
defence services;
compulsory social security
services

17

Cat 1. Purchased goods and 
services.
Emissions by description.
• This graph shows the emissions from the top 9 goods and services supplied 

to Sharpe Pritchard LLP with the highest emissions. ‘Other’ is the total for all 

remaining goods and services.

• Computer programming, consultancy and related services account for 67.1 

tCO2e (29.9%) of the purchased goods and services emissions. 

Purchased goods and services emissions by description for YE2023, 
tCO2e

Description tCO2e Proportion

Computer programming, consultancy and related services          67.1 29.9%

Information services              58.6 26.1%

Other professional, scientific and technical services          19.7 8.8%

Employment services              14.9 6.7%

Food and beverage serving services           7.3 3.2%

Advertising and market research services           5.4 2.4%

Warehousing and support services for transportation          4.7 2.1%

Public administration and defence services; compulsory social 

security services       
4.4 1.9%

Printing and recording services            4.1 1.8%

Other 38.1 17.0%

Total 224.2 100.0%

224.2 tCO2e
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52.5, 23%

40.0, 18%

10.8, 5%

9.6, 4%9.4, 4%
7.3, 3%

6.1, 3%

6, 3%

5.4, 2%

77.2, 35%

SWE001 - Sweet &
Maxwell

PUR001 - Purple Matrix

LIN001 - Linetime

BAS001 - Baskerville
Drummond LLP

KEN003 - Kennedy
Cater

SEA003 - Searcys

LEX001 - Lexis Nexis
Butterworths

HAN006 - Hann Books
Limited

JEC001 - Jec
Consulting

Other

18

Cat 1. Purchased goods and 
services.
Emissions by supplier.

• This graph shows the emissions from the top 9 suppliers with the highest 

emissions. ‘Other’ is the total for all remaining suppliers.

• Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s highest emitting supplier was Sweet & Maxwell with 52.5 

tCO2e, and accounting for 23.4% of the total Purchased Good and Services 

emissions. Sweet & Maxwell supply Sharpe with information services.

Purchased goods and services emissions by supplier for YE2023, tCO2e

Supplier tCO2e Proportion

SWE001 - Sweet & Maxwell 52.5 23.4%

PUR001 - Purple Matrix 40.0 17.8%

LIN001 - Linetime 10.8 4.8%

BAS001 - Baskerville Drummond LLP 9.6 4.3%

KEN003 - Kennedy Cater 9.4 4.2%

SEA003 - Searcys 7.3 3.2%

LEX001 - Lexis Nexis Butterworths 6.1 2.7%

HAN006 - Hann Books Limited 6.0 2.7%

JEC001 - Jec Consulting 5.4 2.4%

Other 77.2 34.4%

Total 224.2 100.0%

224.2 tCO2e



©2023 PlanetMark 19

• Fuel and energy-related activities covered the emissions related to the production of fuels and energy purchased and consumed by Sharpe Pritchard LLP in the period 

01 April 2022 to 31 March 2023.

• Fuel and energy related activities accounted for 1.3% of the total scope 3 carbon footprint and 1.3% of the total scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions

Methodology

• Fuel and energy-related activities emissions were calculated from data submitted by Sharpe Pritchard LLP in their business certification submission to Planet Mark.

• Fuel and energy-related activities are a result of the upstream proportion of the fuel and electricity covered in scopes 1 and 2. 

• This section includes emissions relating to electricity and water supply.

• The upstream proportion of the electricity represented the WTT, transportation and distribution (T&D) of the electricity, and the WTT of the T&D.

• 100% of consumption was calculated from actual data.

Cat 3. Fuel and energy-related activities.

Estima

ted 

data

Actual 

data
100% 

actual data
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3.2, 93%

0.2, 7%

Electricity

Water supply

20

Fuel and energy-related activities emissions for YE2023, tCO2eCat 3. Fuel and energy-
related activities.
• These emissions relate to the production of fuels and energy purchased by Sharpe 

Pritchard LLP and not the emissions due to the use of the fuel. Generally, to reduce 

the emissions in fuel and energy-related activities, consumption of the relevant scope 

1 and scope 2 sources would need to be reduced.

• Sharpe Pritchard LLP consumed no fuel during the reporting period.

• Sharpe Pritchard LLP‘s highest emitting fuel and energy-related activity category was 

electricity. This includes transmissions and distribution and well-to-tank emissions.

• Emissions from water covered only the supply of water, while wastewater emissions 

are allocated under scope 3 cat 5 (waste).

Sources tCO2e Proportion

Electricity 3.2 93.3%

Water Supply 0.2 6.7%

Total 3.4 100.0%

3.4 tCO2e
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• Upstream transportation and distribution covered the emissions from the transport of purchased goods and services in the period 01 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. 

• Upstream transport emissions accounted for 0.03% of the total scope 3 carbon footprint and 0.03% of the total scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions.

Methodology

• Emissions also account for Well to Tank and Tank to Wheel emissions. 

• Along with the material weights, suppliers provided the transport information associated with those materials. This included the transport mode, the total distance 

travelled, and the weights of materials transported.

• Where Sharpe Pritchard has not been able to provide activity data from suppliers, upstream transportation and distribution emissions have not been calculated. This is 

because without activity data the values would be significantly estimated. In addition, in previous scope 3 calculations completed by other law firms, upstream 

transportation and distribution emissions were found to be only ~1% of their total footprint and as such, they can be excluded as de minimis (as under 3%). 

• 100% of activity data was used for emissions that were calculated.

Cat 4. Upstream transportation and distribution.

Spend 

data
Activity 

data
100% 

actual data
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0.1, 98%

0.002, 2%

Secure Data
Management Ltd

Hive

22

Cat 4. Upstream 
transportation and 
distribution.
Emissions by top suppliers.

Upstream transportation and distribution by top suppliers for 
YE2023, tCO2e

Diesel van accounted for all of the upstream transportation and distribution 

emissions.

Secure Data Management Ltd was the supplier that accounted for the greatest 

proportion of upstream transport emissions (98.2%), followed by Hive (1.8%).
0.1 tCO2e

Supplier tCO2e Proportion

Secure Data Management Ltd 0.1 98.2%

Hive 0.002 1.8%

Total 0.1 100.0%
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• Waste covers the emissions from the third-party disposal and treatment of waste generated by Sharpe Pritchard LLP in the period 01 April 2022 to 31 March 2023.

• Waste emissions accounted for 0.5% of the total scope 3 carbon footprint and 0.5% of the total scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions.

Methodology

• Actual weights were available for waste.

• Paper shredded in August was not weighed and therefore an average of the other paper shredding has been taken for that pick-up.

• Waste water volume was assumed to be the same as supply water volume.

• 88% was calculated from actual data and 12% was calculated from estimated data. 

Cat 5. Waste.

Estima

ted 

data

Actual 

data

88% estimated 

12% actual
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1.0, 71%

0.4, 29%

Recycled

Waste water

24

Cat 5. Waste.
Emissions by waste type.

Waste emissions by waste type for YE2023, tCO2e

Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s highest emitting waste stream is recycling and accounts for 

70.5% of the waste emissions.

Waste emissions were calculated for two main types – wastewater and recycled 

waste.

1.4 tCO2e

Waste type tCO2e Proportion

Recycled 1.0 70.5%

Wastewater 0.4 29.5%

Total 1.4 100.0%
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• Business travel covers the emissions from the transportation of employees for business-related activities in vehicles owned or operated by third parties in the period 01 

April 2022 to 31 March 2023.

• Business travel emissions accounted for 0.8% of the total scope 3 carbon footprint and 0.8% of the total scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions.

Methodology

• Actual distances travelled were used when possible.

• Business travel emissions covered bus, car, rail and taxi travel.

• For rail travel, where only cost was available, distance has been calculated using an assumption of £0.55 per mile. These calculations have been based on a 2022 

analysis of Planet Mark members’ rail journeys.

• For taxi travel, where only cost was available, distance has been calculated based on an assumption of £2.53 per mile. These calculations are based on a fixed start 

price of £2.80 per journey, an average cost of £2.02 per mile and an average taxi journey of 5.36 miles (sources: UK national average taxi costs, Number and 2019 

Passenger journeys per person per year – Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Statistics: England 2022). 

• It is recommended to record the fuel type of vehicles used for business travel and the actual distance of all journeys.

• Emissions also account for Well To Tank and Tank To Wheel.

• 100% was calculated from actual data.

Cat 6. Business Travel.

Estima

ted 

data

Actual 

data

100%

actual data
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1.2, 56%

0.5, 23%

0.4, 19%

0.04, 2% 0.01, 0.4% 0.001, 0.03%

Average car

National rail

Regular taxi

London
Underground

Local London
bus

Local bus (not
London)

Cat 6. Business travel.
Emissions by transport mode.

26

Business travel emissions by transport mode for YE2023, tCO2e

Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s highest emitting mode of business travel was average car 

which accounts for 56.1% of business travel emissions.

2.1 tCO2e

Transport mode tCO2e Proportion

Average car 1.2 56.1%

National rail 0.5 22.8%

Regular taxi 0.4 18.8%

London Underground 0.04 1.9%

Local London bus 0.01 0.4%

Local bus (not London) 0.001 0.03%

Total 2.1 100.0%
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• Emissions from commuting covered the annual emissions for travel from home to Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s sites in the period 01 April 2022 to 31 March 2023.

• Commuting emissions accounted for 10.4% of the total scope 3 carbon footprint and 10.4% of the total scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions.

Methodology

• The questionnaire responses were analysed and cleaned. This step included adjusting/excluding inconsistencies and adjusting number formats. The footprint was 

calculated based on distance and mode of travel, gathered data on the number of days each person commuted in the year, and the distance per journey. Survey 

responses were received from 50.5% of employees once any anomalous results had been removed. The results were extrapolated to cover the final 49.5%. 

• Emissions have been calculated based on employees working 47 weeks per year at their site. Distance travelled was calculated using a Google API. This is the 

distance ‘as driven’ between the employee’s house postcode and the postcode where the employee works. 

• Distance travelled was extrapolated based on the number of employees that have answered the survey and the total number of employees.

• Emissions also account for Well To Tank and Tank To Wheel.

Cat 7. Employee commuting.

Extra

polated
Actual 

data

50.5% actual

49.5% extrapolated
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15.4 , 57%
8.1 , 30%

2.0 , 8%

1.2 , 4% 0.3 , 1%

Train

Bus

Underground

Car

EV

Cat 7. Employee commuting.
Emissions by transport mode.

28

Employee commuting emissions by transport mode for YE2023, tCO2e

The highest emitting mode transport used for commuting is train and accounts for 

57.3% of the commuting emissions, followed by bus (30.1%) and underground rail 

(7.4%).

27.0 tCO2e

Transport mode tCO2e Proportion

Train 15.4 57.3%

Bus 8.1 30.1%

Underground 2.0 7.4%

Car 1.2 4.3%

EV 0.3 1.0%

Total 27.0 100.0%
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• Downstream transportation and distribution covers the emissions from transportation and distribution of sold products in vehicles and facilities not owned or controlled 

by Sharple Pritchard LLP in the period 01 April 2022 to 31 March 2023.

• Downstream transportation and distribution emissions accounted for 0.8% of the total scope 3 carbon footprint and 0.8% of the total scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions.

Methodology

• Actual transport data was available and used to calculate the most accurate carbon footprint. This included distances travelled and transport modes used.

• Transport modes included car, motorbike and van.

• Emissions also account for Well To Tank and Tank To Wheel. 

• 100% of activity data was used.

Cat 9. Downstream transportation and distribution.

Spend 

data
Activity 

data

100% 

activity data 
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1.9, 85%

0.3, 14%
0.03, 1%

Van

Motorbike

Car

Cat 9. Downstream 
transportation and 
distribution.
Emissions by transport mode.

30

Downstream transportation and distribution emissions by transport 
mode for YE2023, tCO2e

Transportation and distribution by van accounts for the biggest proportion of the 

downstream transportation and distribution emissions.

2.2 tCO2e

Transport mode tCO2e Proportion

Van 1.9 84.4%

Motorbike 0.3 14.2%

Car 0.03 1.4%

Total 2.2 100.0%
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Scope 3 category Emissions (tCO2e) % scope 3 Exclusion statement

Cat 1. Purchased goods and services 224.2 86.1%

Cat 2. Capital goods -   0.0% Emissions included in PG&S emissions 

Cat 3. Fuel and energy-related activities 3.4 1.3%

Cat 4. Upstream transportation and distribution 0.1 0.03%

Cat 5. Waste 1.4 0.5%

Cat 6. Business travel 2.1 0.8%

Cat 7. Employee commuting 27.0 10.4%

Cat 8. Upstream leased assets -   0.0% Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 9. Downstream transportation and distribution 2.2 0.8%

Cat 10. Processing of sold products -   0.0% Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 11. Use of sold products -   0.0% Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 12. End-of-life treatment of sold products -   0.0% Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 13. Downstream leased assets -   0.0% Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 14. Franchises -   0.0% Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 15. Investments -   0.0% Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Total scope 3 260.4 100.0%

No. employees 95

Total per employee 2.7

Scope 3 breakdown.
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Data Quality and 
Recommendations



Data Quality.
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Data quality score

The data quality score is based on the ‘Data Quality Matrix’ in the Planet Mark Certification Scheme 

Rules and provides an indication of data assurance when using information in this report in your 

business.

01 April 2022 to 
31 March 2023

Definition

Relevance of boundary 3

Boundary accurately reflects the majority of the 

business carbon footprint for the studied 

period.(e.g., at least 75% of organisational activity 

included)

Data completeness 3 12 months of data provided for most sources.

Transparency 3
Majority disclosure of assumptions and/or some 

original evidence provided.

Data accuracy 3
Some use of primary data sources and minimal 

estimated data.

Total score 12 out of 16



Next Steps.
Data improvement recommendations (i).
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Cat 1. PG&S

• Start to move from a spend-based measurement to an activity-based measurement. Three simple steps how to do it:

• Include carbon reporting requirements in procurement contracts. Ensure that all new suppliers are able to provide either their full carbon footprint (scopes 1, 

2, 3) or provide the product information needed for Planet Mark to calculate the company’s emissions in relation to Sharpe Pritchard LLP.

• Create an internal procurement system/spreadsheet to record data on any goods or services purchased in the reporting period. This internal system would, 

at a minimum, include item names, weight/volume/square meters (if applicable), cost, quantity purchased, Sharpe Pritchard LLP site delivered to and 

supplier name. Other useful information to include in this system would be product/service carbon footprints, product categories and modes of transport from 

supplier to Sharpe Pritchard LLP.

• Service data should cover the same data that was provided by the suppliers, being the transport mode, distance, and total number of trips used and taken to 

carry out the service, as well as the spend.

• To increase your percentage response rate of activity data from suppliers, Planet Mark recommends signing up to it’s supplier engagement program to engage 

suppliers in the scope 3 measurement process. 

Cat 4. Upstream transportation and distribution

• Start to collect data on upstream transport, this will become easier when activity data is collected for purchased goods and services. The data required includes 

distances, weights and modes of transport of the goods and services supplied.

Cat 7. Commuting

• When next conducting an employee commuting survey, aim to get a response rate of as close to 100% as possible.



353535

Benchmarks



Benchmarking against another company in the industry.
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Unnamed Law Firm (adjusted for number of employees) Sharpe Pritchard

• Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions 

(location-based) have been compared to another law firm 

that is certified by Planet Mark. These figures have been 

adjusted for the number of employees to create the best 

comparison between the companies.  

• As Sharpe Pritchard LLP procure 100% renewable 

energy, the displayed figures are location-based to give 

some indication of both companies’ scope 2 

consumption. 

• Sharpe Pritchard LLP’s scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions were 

significantly lower than the unnamed companies, once 

adjusted for the number of employees



373737

Your Net Zero Journey
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#DoMoreGood

Carbon footprint breakdown.

40All rows and tables are rounded to one decimal place. This may lead to slight discrepancies in totals within the report.

Scope Category tCO2e % scope 3 % total footprint Exclusion statement

Scope 1 Fuels 0.0 N/A 0.0% No scope 1 emissions

Scope 2 Location-based [Electricity] 9.1 N/A 0.0%

Market-based [Electricity] 0.0   N/A 0.0%

Scope 3 Cat 1. Purchased goods and services 224.2 86.1% 86.1%

Cat 2. Capital goods -   - - Emissions included in PG&S emissions 

Cat 3. Fuel and energy related activities 3.4 1.3% 1.3%

Cat 4. Upstream transportation and distribution 0.1 0.03% 0.03%

Cat 5. Waste 1.4 0.5% 0.5%

Cat 6. Business travel 2.1 0.8% 0.8%

Cat 7. Employee commuting 27.0 10.4% 10.4%

Cat 8. Upstream leased assets -   - - Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 9. Downstream transportation and distribution 2.2 0.8% 0.8%

Cat 10. Processing of sold products - - - Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 11. Use of sold products - - - Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 12. End of life treatment of sold products - - - Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 13. Downstream leased assets - - - Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 14. Franchises - - - Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Cat 15. Investments - - - Not applicable to Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Total scope 3 260.4 100.0% 96.6%

Total Location based 269.6 

No. employees 95

Total per employee (location-based) 2.8

Total Market-based 260.4

No. employees 95

Total per employee (market-based) 2.7



#DoMoreGood

About this report.
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Company name Sharpe Pritchard LLP

Sector Legal

Reporting period 01 April 2022 to 31 March 2023

Reporting boundary Elm Yard, 10-16 Elm St, London WC1X 0BJ

Emission sources included
Cat 1. Purchased goods and services, Cat 2. capital goods, Cat 3. fuel and energy-related activities, Cat 4. upstream transportation and distribution, Cat 5. waste, business 

travel, Cat 7. employee commuting, Cat 9. downstream transportation and distribution

Total employees (FTE) 95

Data collection lead Amanda Davis, Office Manager, adavis@sharpepritchard.co.uk 

Current conversion factor ACTIVITY: BEIS 2022, Eco Invent 3.7.1, SPEND: BEIS 2020 and adjusted for inflation

Methodology
We follow the GHG Protocol for Corporate Emission Reporting. Refer to the Planet Mark Business Certification Scheme Rules for detailed information on the methodology and 

standards used in the preparation of this report

Prepared by
Noah Howlett, Advisory Project Manager, Planet Mark

Alex Smith, Sustainability Consultant, Planet Mark

Checked by
Jamie Beevor, Head of Technical, Planet Mark

Rima Trofimovaite, Head of Measurement, Planet Mark

Date 05 October 2023

mailto:adavis@sharpepritchard.co.uk
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